Dear xxx

I am writing to you with regards to the government’s decision to review changing disability benefits. 

Disability benefits such as Personal Independence Payments (PIP) and the Limited Capability for Work Amount, can be a lifeline for disabled households and can enable people who receive PIP to work. Making cuts to disability benefits would have a catastrophic impact on disabled people up and down the country. Scope’s analysis of government figures shows that without PIP, a further 700,000 more disabled households could be pushed into poverty. 
Life costs more for disabled people. Huge numbers already live in poverty as a result of these extra costs. The impact of any cuts to disability benefits would be devastating. 
Making cuts to disability benefits will not achieve the goal of getting more disabled people into work or fix the system. It is not the case that disabled people do not want to work – the benefits system is in need of reform and the welfare and care disabled people must be reviewed as part of this. Further cuts would only cause more harm. 
I am writing to urge you to share this view with colleagues, as it is important that we all support disabled people locally – and ensure their/our voices are not forgotten in this national picture. Please raise the campaign that Scope have created, including this open letter shared with the Chancellor, to call for action in including the voices of disabled people. I look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards,
Xxx
